Chester Seth Husted

Greetings Fellow Coronans,
I am Fern Monroe Husted, the younger brother of Private Chester Seth Husted. 

[Gesture to Chester’s grave.] 
You won’t see my name on a stone in our family lot. I am buried in the Holmes/Tuthill family plot with my wife’s family. 
Just a little bit about me; one of my claims to fame was my Extra Sensory Perception powers. I was fairly accurate with my claims and helped start Corona’s first ESP Club in 1962. 
My brother, Chester was born March 2, 1894 in West Rialto, San Bernardino County California, the eldest son of Wallace E. and Emma (Sutherland) Husted. There were eight of us children but only seven of us survived to adulthood- two daughters and five sons. 

We moved to this charming town in 1917 or 1918 
My parents bought an attractive home on East Eighth Street that was just large enough to accommodate their brood. Our family settled in and quickly became part of the community.  Pop first opened a shoe repair shop on 6TH Street and then in the 1920s ran a gas station and was the postmaster of  Prado.  Some of you may not know there was once there was once a thriving little town where Prado Dam is now. 
My sister, Cecil was a Corona librarian and I operated one of the first gas stations in town then later became an electrician and wired many of Corona’s homes. 
Life was peaceful until World War I broke out. Chester was 24 years old, just the right age to be drafted. He registered on June 5, 1917. Not long after a letter arrived in the mail. It was the dreaded notice that called Chester into the United States Marines. 

I still remember; he looked so brave dressed in his uniform with his brilliant blue eyes and 
dark hair.  Little did we know that this would be the last time we would see Chester.  
His unit would be attached to a machine gun corp and he was deployed to France. 

With much anxiety the family bid him farewell and continued to pray for his safety each day.
When I think back to those days, I remember well the feeling of the world being in great distress.  Many young men in town left their homes and families to serve God and their country.  Everyone in town was affected by the grim battles that were fought by our heroic soldiers. Corona’s citizens contributed to the Red Cross and the Corona War Council and bought War Savings Stamps. We all did our best to keep the boys overseas in good spirits and make sure they had what they needed to fight the enemy.
After the war ended, the Corona War Council had $4000 left in the account.  The town was excited and unanimous in the decision that the money should be used as the seed to build the long-talked of Plunge in the City Park.

Mama received a letter from Chester on August 12, 1918. He sent pictures of himself and 
asked if Mama had received the YMCA money order for $23.00. Chester wrote that he 
had a good feeling (about his safety) and he was in the hands of the highest power. ……….
.
On October 5, 1918, while serving in Blanc Mont, France; Chester Seth Husted displayed great courage and disregard for his own safety, He volunteered to carry an important message through a heavy artillery barrage.  My brother was cut down by enemy gun fire and lost his life while trying to carry out his mission.  

His body was brought back to Corona.  Family and friends gathered in this cemetery to show their respect to this heroic young soldier. He was posthumously awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, the Navy Cross, the Purple Heart, the Silver Star and the French Croix de guerre with Palm. I am honored to be his brother.


It wasn’t until almost 40 years later that the City of Corona honored Chester.  In May of 1957; my surviving siblings and I attended the impressive ceremony to dedicate the Merrill Street playground as Chester Seth Husted Park.  The entire student body at the high school was released in order to attend the special event. 
Even Herbert Shough attended. Shough had been on the Banc Mont battlefield with Chester when he was KIA. 
The Corona High School Band played the Star Spangled Banner and the flag was raised steady and slow. The audience stood at attention with their hand over their hearts. There was an overwhelming feeling of patriotism. 

Day Jewell from the William H. Jameson American Legion Post gave the dedication address. His remarks will forever be etched in my mind. He said, “I dedicate this park in the name of all of those who offered their lives that justice, freedom and democracy might survive to be the victorious ideals of all the people of the world”.
 Fellow Marines from the American Legion unveiled the stone and bronze plaque proclaiming the park in honor of Chester Seth Husted for the use and enjoyment of the youth of Corona. 
Two years later, the City Recreation Department placed a Navy jet airplane in a corner of the park.  (No longer there)
Thank you for the opportunity to share my memories. Oh yes, my wife, Leila Tuthill Husted wanted me to remind you to return to future Cemetery Strolls and hear about her family. 
