Jeanette HENDERSON ROBERDS

I was born Jeanette Hendersen in Calden, Scotland in the year 1844.  I came to America with my parents when I was only five years old.  We crossed the plains by ox team and covered wagon arriving in San Bernardino in 1853. 

          In San Bernardino I grew up and married another Scot, Thomas Wilkershaw.  We had five children.  My husband and I along with others from San Bernardino bought what was supposed to be government land along the Santa Ana River just northwest of the site destined to become Corona .

          We raised grain on the farm and took the grain all the way to San Bernardino to be milled until Jesse Mayhew built the first grist mill on the site which is the present day Chino Women's Prison.

          The area to the southeast of where we lived is now Corona and was only used to pasture sheep in the 1870's.  The native grass grew one foot high.  We could watch a wagon cross the land from Prado (then called Rincon) to Temescal by its dust trail.

          Sadly, we had to surrender all of our land after it was found to be early Spanish Grants and not government land.

          Soon after, my husband and I went our own ways, and I married William B. Roberds.  We had six children together.  Now I had given birth to 11 children!

          Mr. Roberds, that was my name for him, was a deputy sheriff of San Bernardino at one time and often called upon to settle disputes.  He would sew up the fight wounds with the threads from a silk shawl he kept in his buggy and then drive them to a medical facility in San Bernardino .

          I was always on hand to help out a sick neighbor especially when a baby was born.  I guess I was an expert in that field!  Mr. Roberds first leased then purchased land along the Santa Ana River .  We had one of the first dairy farms in this region and supplied milk products to the early South Riverside settlers.

          The children loved living in the wilderness.  They watched the first train come through South Riverside and saw a new double road being laid out in the 1880's called Magnolia Avenue .

          In 1887 we purchased a lot in the boom town of Auburndale .  We built a two story house overlooking the river on Bluff Street .  About 13 years later, in 1891, we had to move our house to Corona .  The town of Auburndale never materialized due to the promised railroad not going through as head been planned.  All the houses and buildings were torn down or moved by teams of horses.

          We moved our house to the corner of 6th and Victoria in Corona .  It took three weeks, and we actually lived in the house as it moved through the outskirts of town to the new site.  Many years later the house was moved further up Victoria to make way for a gas station going in on 6th Street .

          We lived in Corona until 1913 when we made our way to San Jacinto.  My husband died there in November of 1926.  I moved in with my son, Wise Roberds of Ontario, but he passed away soon after I moved in.  I then lived with my daughter, Ella Pine, in Chino until my death in 1936 at the age of 93 years.  My husband and I both chose Sunnyslope Cemetery as our final resting place.

