Leo and Mary KROONEN
(Performed by two people.)

Leo:  

Goede middag!  Good afternoon!  My name is Leo Kroonen, and this is my wife, Mary.  I left my mark on Corona’s history by building many homes and civic buildings in Corona.  I loved my occupation and was very proud of all the buildings for which I was able to act as the architect.  


I was already an architect in my native Holland where I was born in the year 1857.  Peter Kroonen was my father, and my mother was Cornella Koiman.  I came to America in 1885 after traveling in steerage on the steamship Leerdam; it left out of Rotterdam, the Netherlands, and the voyage ended in New York.  After my arrival I traveled to St. Louis, Missouri, and then on to Los Angeles, California.


In 1886 I was asked to design the new hotel for the settlement of Auburndale, however, the railroad’s promise of the track going through Auburndale did not materialize, so all of the buildings in the settlement were either moved or taken apart.


I was ready to move on to other jobs, but stayed in the area largely because a certain school teacher had caught my eye.

Mary:  

My parents and grandparents were originally from Scotland; they came to California by ox-drawn covered wagons in 1853 and bought government land along the Santa Ana River.  This is where I was born in 1869; I was one of ten children.

Leo.  

Mary, you didn’t tell them that it was not government land after all but Spanish Land Grants.  Her family had to surrender all of their property.

Mary:  

Yes, sad but true.  However we stayed in the area (Prado/Rincon/Auburndale/Eastvale).  My stepfather, W. B. Roberds was deputy sheriff of San Bernardino, and he had one of the first dairies.  He also grew grain.  In the early days, he had to take it all the way to San Bernardino to be milled.  That was until Jesse Mayhew built the first grist mill in the area; it was located where Chino women’s prison is today.  When my family lived in Auburndale, I taught school and Sunday school on the bottom floor of the hotel that a certain newcomer in town had designed.


In 1888 I married that newcomer.  Leo and I lived in the Auburndale area for a short time.  He built us a lovely home there in 1889.  Unfortunately the town of Auburndale failed to materialize because the railroad line did not continue through to Pomona as promised.  A lot of folks just tore down their homes and building, but we moved ours with a team of horses to our orange grove in Corona.
Leo:  

It was 1891 when Mary and I moved the home to the north west corner of Buena Vista into a grove formally owned by Pat Harrington which has been rumored to have the distinction of being the first orange grove planted in Corona and among the first to sell and ship oranges.  I also leased a brick plant from Harrington and used the brick in some of my construction projects.  Corona had so many fine building made of brick.


Mary’s family also had to move their Auburndale home.  They moved it to the corner of 6th and Victoria.  Later, the house was moved further down the street to make way for a gas station.  It took them three weeks. and they lived in the house all the while.


I built or was the architect for some of Corona’s finest buildings.  I furnished plans and built the house at 1052 East Grand Boulevard for Nathaniel C. Hudson.  Hudson was Secretary of the South Riverside Land and Water Company and has a street named after him.  I was the contractor for the first high school on Main and Olive about 1907, and I was the architect for the first city hall.  I also designed and built the Lord building on 7th and Main, Washington and Lincoln Schools, and the Plunge.  Only the Hudson house has not been demolished off this partial listing of my buildings.  Mary kept busy, too.

Mary:  

Yes, our three children certainly did keep me busy!  There was Leo Jr., William Oscar, whom we called Dutch, and little Mary.  They always knew there would be a plate of cookies in the kitchen for them and their friends.  Mary would deliver milk to neighbors as we are lucky enough to have a milk cow.  They were perfect children; they were all wonderful, but they could be a handful.  You see there was that unfortunate incident with one of our sons, some pruning shears and the neighbor girl.  I still shiver to think of that day in 1902 when one of the boys was playing with a large pair of pruning shears and accidentally snipped off little Bessie Bortz’s finger!

Leo:  

The children turned out just fine and loved growing up in the little town of Corona.  Leo Jr., was a carpenter and beekeeper and was the youngest agricultural inspector appointed by the State of California.  Dutch’s son, Jack, was the owner of Fare’s Industrial tools, a successful, long-time Corona business.

Mary:  

Our daughter, Mary became Mrs. George Savage in 1926.  I made her wedding veil myself; that veil was passed down through many generations of Kroonen family brides.


Did I mention that I bought the very first hat ever sold in Corona?  I purchased it right before I met Leo.  I kept that hat most of my life.  All those years later the store owner’s granddaughter still had the $2.50 gold piece I used to pay for it.  Here I am modeling it for an article that ran in the paper.

Leo died in 1937.  I missed him very much as I lived on without him for many more years in an adorable cottage at 708 West 8th Street; the house is still there.  I always kept active in the community.  Do you know that I voted in every election from the time women were give the right to vote?


How I enjoyed having company and sharing my memories!  My hearing and sight did start to fade in my later years, and I spent the last years of my life at the Corona Gables retirement home.  


In 1969 I was thrown a fine 100th birthday party.  That same year, I was honored as the oldest living Riverside county native at another banquet held at the Mission Inn!  I died in 1970 just shy of 101.

Leo:  

Thank you for letting us share our lives with you.  Think of us when you pass Kroonen Drive as you drive around our wonderful city of Corona.

