Dr. Stephen S. WILLARD


I am Stephen S. Willard, Doctor of Dentistry.  I was born in October 1858.  I spent my boyhood on my family's farm in Little Falls, New York .  After high school I left the farm to attend Philadelphia Dental College .  After graduation I went south to Knoxville, Tennessee to open my first dental practice.  It is there where I met and married my first wife, Miss Elizabeth Park.  I called her "Bettie".  We lived in Earlville, Illinois for a number of years.  Our daughter, Madeline (who was named after her grandmother) was born there and also our son, Stephen.  He was only a year old when we moved to Corona in 1895.  My mother-in-law who was also my wife's lifelong companion, Madeline Deadrick Park , made the move with us.

          I opened my dental office in the Citizen Bank lot on Sixth Street and Main Street around 1896.  I was one of the first dentists in Corona .  By 1898 there were two other dentists in the small town of Corona , so I felt the need to advertise.  The advertisement for patients in the Corona Courier read, "S. S. Willard, D. D. S. The patronage of the people of Corona and vicinity is respectfully solicited."  I am proud to say my practice was open for 33 consecutive years.

          We built our wood-frame, Colonial Revival home in 1896 at the site which is now 916 East Grand Boulevard .  It was one of the most beautiful places in the city.  My wife created the two sepia angels that welcomed shivering visitors to one of our two coal burning grates.

          For a 1902 publication called "Corona , The Queen Colony, California " I photographed my dental office and my home and its lush grounds.  I was especially pleased that the photos of my children and their pets on our estate were included in the publication.  The children's pets were an obese pug and a tiger striped cat.

          From 1902 to 1904 I was the President of the Library Trustees.  Corona had 1,150 books, and we subscribed to over 50 newspapers and magazines.  The library which was located in the Citizen's Bank Building which was the same building as my dental office.  Corona 's Carnegie Library was not built until 1905. I was also a long time active member of the Masonic Lodge.

          Bettie taught our children at home for many years and loved to take the children and their friends on hikes in the nearby hills.  She also loved the history of the area and collected Indian baskets.  When she found a 400 pound metate (local Indians used it to grind corn), she had it moved to our property.

          In May of 1912 my wife died from cancer.  At the time of her death, our son was only a senior in high school.  The entire senior class attended her funeral as Bettie had taken a special interest in the youth of Corona by faithfully teaching Sunday School at the Congregational Church for many years.  The funeral was held in our home as was customary.  Her mother survived her.

          I sold our home the same year Bettie passed away and moved to a smaller home at 1024 Park Lane just about a block away from my original Corona home.

          About six years after my wife died, I married Mrs. Madeline Bell, a widow.  There were quite a few women named Madeline in my life!  We had no children together, and we made our home in my Park Lane house.

          In September of 1928 my heart suddenly gave out.  I died in my home.  The small alley type street off the Boulevard was named Willard Way for our family.  

          My son, Stephen H. Willard grew up to be a respected artist of the area.  Stephen painted desert scenes and some of his paintings and his descriptions of them are in the Heritage Room in the Corona Library.  After living in Corona for 50 years, he moved to the Palm Springs area for 10 years until his death in 1966.  He was survived by his wife and one daughter when he died suddenly in Lone Pine, California .

          My daughter, Madeline married Stanley Garvey of this city.  She was quite interested in history as her mother had been, and she penned and published "The King's Highway" a book about the missionary life in California .  The Corona Library Heritage Room has one of the original 500 copies published in 1913.  Madeline and Stanley Garvey had one daughter who is buried in our family plot.  She died as an infant on October 6, 1925 from pneumonia.

