William Lee PEELER and Lizzie PEELER LLOYD
Lizzie: Hi my name is Lizzie (Peeler) Lloyd and this is my brother William Lee Peeler. We were born in Ford County Illinois to John and Cynthia Ann (McNeil) Peeler.  He was born in 1873, and I was born in 1876. In the fall of 1890 our family moved to Normal in McLean County Illinois. Daddy opened a Shoe and Gent's Furnishings business, and William went off to college. After completion of college, William went to work in our family business until it was profitably sold a year later.
William: After that I managed the bicycle department of C. C. Martens in Bloomington, Illinois in 1893.  For two years starting in the spring of ‘97, I owned my own bicycle shop.  It was considered the best general repair shop in Central Illinois.

 

Lizzie: It was during this time William became interested in bicycle racing and was of course, one of the best in the state losing the state championship by only six inches in 1896.  He also managed and played baseball for some of the best amateur teams in Illinois, and then became a Captain in the Spanish-American War.
William: After the war, I went on the road as a salesman, but I was the one who got the best deal when Vivian Ely [pronounced E-Lee] agreed to marry me! We were married on my 28th birthday January 20 1901; 
Lizzie: [teasingly interrupts] So he wouldn’t forget the date.

William: Vivian was 23 years old. After two years on the road, I quit being a salesman and began ranching and farming in Normal, Illinois.  On our 240 acre ranch, we raised Registered Aberdeen Angus cattle and Poland China hogs and children.  This is where our first four children were born.  We had three girls: Viola, Verna, Mable, and then a son, John.

 

Lizzie: In his spare time, William combined his ranching knowledge and sales skills, as an auctioneer of pure bred livestock, unfortunately the constant use of his voice caused a throat affliction from which William was unable to recover.
 

William: Mama’s brother Cary D. McNeil suggested we move to balmy Corona for my health sake. He had settled in Corona in 1905.

 

Lizzie: William organized 25 citizens of McLean County, Illinois to make the move to Corona, including our mother (daddy had died earlier that year), his wife Vivian and their four children (John was less than one month old), my husband Leo, our daughter Lucille and me.
  
William: On December 31, 1908 we departed on a 'mixed' train, which means that livestock rode on the same train as we did.  Some of our Rhode Island Red and Plymouth Rock chickens and my favorite horse, Dolly made the trip. Our two youngest children were born in Corona, Calvin Ely in 1910 and Vivian in 1914.  Those chickens we brought from Illinois came in handy in Corona.  My wife and daughters set up quite a lucrative business selling eggs and young chickens to our neighbors.  
 

Lizzie: I think my niece’s inherited their father’s work ethic. Within our first year in Corona, William was a partner with Uncle Cary in real estate; next they acquired a shoe store for a short time.  He also operated a livery stable, but William could see the future coming, he owned a Tourist automobile, taught himself to be an auto mechanic, and opened an agency in partnership with Fred Baird to sell and repair E-M-F autos. 
William: Everitt-Metzger-Flanders 
Lizzie: Which merged with Studebaker.  The business was called the Crown Garage & Machine Works and was located on 6th Street.
William: The growing popularity of Automobiles, and Grand Boulevard being a “natural racetrack,” seemed the perfect combination for holding Road Races in Corona.  Some of the drivers stored and repaired their cars in our garage.  Our daughters, earned money selling parking spaces for the race on the front lawn of our home located one block from Grand Boulevard. The first year my partner and I got Frank B Goode to drive a Studebaker in the race. It placed third in the light car division. 
Lizzie: Automobiles were all the rage, by 1914 William even had his boys driving Studebakers when they were five and three and a half. In fact, a picture of Calvin Ely appeared in the paper proclaiming him “the youngest licensed chauffer in the world.” Of course, with William selling Studebakers, Leo and I had to have one too. This perpetual promoter would organize automobile excursions and trips and we all gave Willie a ribbing for driving like Barney Oldfield when he was given a ticket for speeding in Azuza on the way to a Grand Prix race. Our most memorable trip though, was to the World’s Fair in San Francisco in 1915.

 

William: Several attempts were made to schedule a third Corona Road Race in 1915 but each time it was postponed. Though I tried to decline the nomination, it was quite an honor when I was elected president of the Citrus Belt Racing Association in 1916. 
Lizzie: Not everyone loved the racing as much as we did, but William’s sales background was put to good use at a public forum in January of 1916. He told the people of Corona how much advertising their city had lost out on by not holding the race in 1915 and how much the drivers from the previous years had enjoyed the Corona track. He was very persuasive and changed the minds of the people of Corona, who had been skeptical or against the races being held.  It was decided to hold the races on St. Patrick's Day, but this was later moved to April 8th.  William devoted his time to other civic duties including serving as Director of the Riverside County Fair.  Then in 1920 William was involved in another race. He ran unsuccessfully for County Supervisor of the First District.
 

William: In the 1930's, I started yet another profession.  I managed the New and Used Furniture store and I also repaired furniture. I had a cabinet shop in our garage after I retired in the late 1950's.  

 

Lizzie: William died in January of 1961 five days before his 88th birthday.  He was survived by his wife, 6 children, 11 grandchildren and 12 great grandchildren, me and my daughter. Five years later Bob Kovacik a sports writer for the Daily Enterprise wrote in a seven part series of articles on the Corona Road Races, “The success of the Corona races has to be attributed to one man—a Corona auto dealer named William Peeler. It was Peeler who was most responsible for keeping the races going. It took a lot of work and Peeler did most of it.”
